
Appendix C-9

an aggressiveness score (see Chapter 4). To do this, it is necessary to modify the data through the use of the 
Compute command. This command works well for combining two or more variables and for performing other 
types of mathematical transformations of the data.

Using the Compute command, let’s calculate the age of each respondent’s eldest child. Click:
Transform—Compute
The Compute command will create a new variable based on the mathematical functions you select—the target 

variable. Name the target variable CHLDAGE (Exhibit C.9). To compute this, we need to calculate the difference 
between the respondents’ age and the age of the respondent when his or her first child was born. Therefore, move 
the AGE variable to the “Numeric Expression” box. Using your mouse or keypad, click on the subtraction symbol. 
Now, move the AGEKDBRN variable into the “Numeric Expression” box, and click OK. You will find the new vari-
able to the far right of the existing variables in the “Data View.” If you generate a histogram for CHLDAGE, you will 
see that 24 is the mean age at which the first child was born.

If you scroll down the CHLDAGE column in the Data View, you will notice a number of cells with a “.” in 
them. This is SPSS’s default for “missing” data. The age of the eldest child could not be calculated for those indi-
viduals who did not have any children. Therefore, SPSS uses the “.” to indicate that there were no data (or the 
data were missing) for those cases.

22 Bivariate and Multivariate Statistics
Frequency distributions are good for describing the distribution of the variables in the dataset. However, to 
examine the relationship between two or more variables, a different set of statistical techniques are necessary. 
These are referred to as bivariate (two-variable) and multivariate (multiple-variable) statistics.

Exhibit C.9 Computing a New Variable


